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Currently, more than 5,000 scientific articles are published on daily 
basis. Therefore, the researcher is not available to read all the 
articles. It is imperative to search the pertinent literature by means of 
eletronic filters and to carry out a critical appraisal of the 
scientificarticles of interest. In order to do this, the researcher should 
have knowledge of the study design, if it is adequate for the type of 
research and to identify possible errors and bias of such papers, it is 
also important to have knowledge of the hierarch of scientific 
evidence and basic statical skills, such as accuracy, likelihood ratio, 
odds ratio, relative and absolute risk reduction, number needed to 
treat (nnt), number needed to harm (nnh), and confidence interval. – 
through this discipline, the student will be able to select only articles 
with appropriate design and scientific evidences acceptable for their 
type of study, saving time for the researcher to critically analyze the 
scientific literature. 
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– What is a sistematyc review? www.whatisseries.co.uk 
 
– What is an NNT? www.whatisseries.co.uk 
 
– What is a meta-analysis? www.whatisseries.co.uk 


