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 CIR848 - BIOETHICS  

Workload: 60 h 

Credits: 04  

Nature: Mandatory Master and PhD 

Professors: José Agostinho Lopes; Cláudio de Souza; Vivian Resende 

Discipline Syllabus: The objective of the course is to awaken in the students 

the habit of a reasoned and critical ethical reflection on the possible implications 

that the progress of sciences and biotechnologies can bring to their training and 

professional life. The student will take lectures on the history of Bioethics by 

establishing a dialogue with Philosophy and Art at various moments in the 

history of humanity. Individual or seminars groups will also be held, in which 

students will make theoretical exposition, followed by discussion, involving the 

main subjects in Bioethics. It is expected that the student will clearly understand 

the current laws of CONEP (National Commission on Ethics in Research) and 

CEP (Research Ethics Committee) and how the Brazilian Platform works and is 

able to prepare the Free Consent Term and clarified within the Ethical principles 

in Research involving human beings, besides knowing the principles of the 

ethics with animal experimentation. 

Topics to be developed: 
 
1. Bioethics: Origins, evolution, attempts at grounding and methods for decision 
making. From principialism to the Universal Declaration on Bioethics and 
Human Rights. Global bioethics (biomedical, social and environmental). 
 
2. Clinical bioethics: Professionalism. Essential elements for the construction 
and maintenance of a good professional-patient relationship. Role of a Clinical 
Bioethics Committee 



 
3. Complex decisions: Early life (assisted reproduction and abortion); In the vital 
part (genetic research, organ donation and transplants); At the end of life 
(palliative medicine, assisted suicide, euthanasia, etc.). 
 
4. Bioethics and research on human beings: historical evolution and the 
regulations in force in the country. Role of the CEP-CONEP system. Platform 
Brazil. 
 
5. Bioethics and animal research: Historical evolution and the regulations. 
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